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Local Conservation Project Receiving International Attention
In 2014, the Vanderburgh and Posey County Soil and Water Conservation Districts
(SWCDs) decided to
build a two-stage ditch
in Southwest Indiana.
They started seeking
funds and were awarded a Clean Water Indiana (CWI) grant and a
grant from The Nature
Conservancy (TNC) to
complete this seemingly simple project. A
planning committee
was formed including
Carrie Parmenter
(Posey SWCD Technician), Mark Abell
(Vanderburgh County
SWCD Water Quality
Specialist), Linda
Voglund (Indiana State
Department of Ag Resource Support Specialist), Brad Smith
(The Nature Conservancy Lower Wabash
and Wetlands Program
Director) and Paul
Breeze (then Posey
County Surveyor).
This committee spent
countless hours researching possible locations for the twostage ditch. Eventually, Metz Lateral was
agreed upon as the location because of the
proximately to a road,
legal drain status and
severity of the bank

erosion.
The next step was to
secure permission from
the landowners. A
meeting was held with
landowners, Vectren
Energy and Tom Metz,
and the operators,
Marvin Redman and
Steve Reineke, to explain the project. Everyone was enthusiastic
about the project and
welcomed having the
creek stabilized.
The Natural Resource
Conservation Service
(NRCS) volunteered to
survey and design the
two-stage ditch. After
the initial survey, the
design plan became
complicated by the fact
that the lower reaches
of the stream became
too deep and wide to
make a two-stage ditch
feasible. Eventually
the design was able to
be completed by Scott
Wagner, NRCS Area
Engineer, but approximately 750 feet remained untouched at
the outlet of Metz Lateral.
The Posey County
SWCD began applying
for additional funding
to stabilize the remaining 750 foot section.
After being denied in
2015 and reapplying in
2016,
the

SWCD was awarded a
Lake and River Enhancement grant
(LARE) to design and
build a stabilization
structure on the southern end of Metz Lateral. The Nature Conservancy, the Posey
County Drainage
Board and the Posey
County SWCD also
contributed to the stabilization project.
Wetland Services was
awarded the bid to do
the design/build on the
lower section by the
Drainage Board.
The stabilization
project has been
surveyed and is
currently being
designed. Installation is anticipated in the
summer of
2017.

International Society
of Soil and Water
Conservation announced they were
seeking presenters for
the 2017 Annual Conference which is to be
held in Madison, WI
in July, 2017. Scott
Wagner and Carrie
Parmenter approached
the Society to see if
they would be interested in the Metz Lateral
project.
The International Society of Soil and Water
Conservation did se-

In addition to
the two-stage
ditch and the
stabilization
project, the
landowners and
operators have
utilized the Big
Creek 319 Grant to
install filter strips
along the tops of the
banks and plant cover
crops last fall. The
Big Creek 319 Grant
was also used to pay
for some additional
expenses of the twostage ditch that were
not covered by the
CWI grant.

lect the Metz Lateral
Conservation project
to be presented at the
Annual Conference.

In November, 2016,
the two-stage ditch
portion of Metz Lateral was completed
and a workshop to
showcase the project
drew in 50+ participants. After this successful workshop, the

Anyone wishing to see
the project can find an
informational sign on the
Pfieffer Road bridge in
central Posey County or
you can contact the Posey or Vanderburgh
County SWCD offices
for more information.

This unique experience
of 14 different private,
corporate and government partners working
together to create a comprehensive conservation
project will be presented
to the international audience this summer.

District’s Tree Sale Begins Again
Have you been thinking
about planting a new tree?
Well, do it now! The District is currently taking tree
orders. Trees are locally
grown by Tom Guggenheim in southern Posey
County.
There are multiple species
to choose from. These
trees are inexpensive and
will grow rapidly if cared
for properly. The majority
of species are native, none
are evasive. Supplies are
limited. Trees will be
available through April.
A short read on tree selection criteria, planting instructions and tree care
guidelines are available
prior to tree purchase.
Besides soil, water and

sun, a tree needs to be
planted in the right spot
with room to grow. A
tree’s mortal enemy is
grass, followed by deer,
lawn mowers and weedeaters, so mulch and
RoundUp® very carefully. A good time to fertilize trees is early October. But if a tree is surrounded by grass, the
grass gets most of the
fertilizer (and water) and
does the tree little good.
Mulch should be 2 to 3”
deep and never placed
against the truck of the
tree (leave 4” of bare
ground around the base
of the tree). Chips
against the tree will promote bark rot, frequently

March 14—SW Regional Envirothon
contest—Toyota Visitor’s Center
March 22—Contractor’s Workshop—USI
March 25—Pike County Ag Days
April 3—SWCD office closed for training
April 6—Farm Fair, Posey County
Fairgrounds
April 11—SWCD office closed for training
April 26—State Envirothon contest—Camp
Illiana, Washington, IN
May 2— SWCD office closed for training

PLEASE NOTE: Due to the work
performed by the District and NRCS
staff, occasionally there are times when no
one is in the office. Before making a
special a trip, please call the office at
812-838-4191.
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leading to irreversible tree
decline. A good fertilizer
for trees is 12-4-8 (%
nitrogen, %phosphorus, %
potassium), but a 12-12-12 or
10-10-10, available at hardware stores, is acceptable.
Follow the instructions on the
bag for amounts and manner
of application, too much fertilizer can harm the tree.
Can’t think of a reason to plant
another tree? Don’t plant it for
your pleasure, plant it for a loved
one who has passed, a grandchild
soon to be born, a milestone
birthday or anniversary or other
life event. Or, just plant one for
lasting memories.

For a copy of the tree order
form, call the office at 812838-4191, extension 3 or email to jeri.ziliak@
in.nacdnet.net.

GOOD LUCK
To all teams competing in the
Southwest Regional Envirothon
contest on Tuesday, March
14th. The contest is being held
at the Toyota Visitor’s Center.
It is hosted by both the Posey
and Gibson County SWCDs.

EROSION CONTROL WORKSHOP
For Contractors, Engineers and Erosion Control Inspectors
Wednesday, March 22nd
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. Lunch Provided
University Southern Indiana (USI) Carter Hall
8600 University Blvd., Evansville, IN 47712
Speakers Include: Karan Barnhill, Evansville Storm Water Coordinator, erosion control practices; Mike Labitzke, Evansville Water and Sewer, green infrastructure and storm water retention; Jason Randolph, IDEM, steam and wetland permitting; and Mike Tapp, Vectren, 811Call Before You Dig safety.

To register, contact Karan Barnhill at 812-436-4988 or kbarnhill@evansville.in.gov
4 PDH and CEU’s available for engineers and contractors at the end of the day

can effectively
utilize it…and
you know what
that means. I’ve
said it many times
Victor Shelton, NRCS State Agronomist/Grazing Specialist
…don’t stand too
close behind those
Yes, it appears that we
in cheek because
cows!
are trying to having an
sometimes you want
early spring, but I refuse to count those
chicks before they
hatch! Abnormally
warm weather in February and early March
is not that uncommon
here in Indiana, unfortunately neither are
late March and early
April snows. On average across the state,
the accumulated
growing degree days
are higher than normal
so far this year.
Now, it is REALLY
early still, but I know
how some think about
ANY new green
growth in the pastures.
Let’s think this
through together.
Grazing too early in
the spring (technically
it’s not spring yet)
does nothing but remove the solar panel
the plants need to start
building sugars and
growing new roots.
The forages really need
to be able to fully leaf
out or canopy and get a
good start before animals start removing
that new growth otherwise production will
be reduced.
Sometimes the hay is
not the best quality.
Better to supplement
poor hay and keep
feeding it, if available,
than to start grazing
too early. Now I say
that somewhat tongue

If you look at the manure consistency during that time period, it
is probably very thin,
almost watery, not that
pudding consistency
that is ideal for the rumen. Fields that do not
have adequate dry matter to go along with
that lush new growth
will need to be supplemented to keep the animals in balance. This
is a good time to put
out some low quality
hay, baled corn stalks
or even straw because
if they need it, they
will eat it.

to set the stand back a
bit to remove competition. Such would be
the case where you
have frost seeded clover into the field. This
would be a factor only
if it was not grazed
down tighter at the end
of the previous grazing season or as
dormant stockpiled
forage. If it was
grazed down close before, especially if
grazed down before
going dormant last fall,
then you don’t want to
graze it close again,
just utilize it in the
normal rotation.
Fields that were grazed
down tight last fall or
over winter as stockpiled forage will not
have adequate amount
of standing dry matter,
i.e., fiber available, and
would not be the best
fields to start grazing
early anyway. Those
fields will lack sufficient fiber to go with
all the washy high water, high protein forage
that will come on with
first growth. All ruminant livestock need to
balance the carbon nitrogen ratio in their
rumen to maintain that
mat. If they don’t they
will not perform the
way we want them to,
i.e., less weight gain,
less milk production.
It just goes through
them faster than they

I would hope you have
been able to keep at
least one or two fields
with some stockpiled
forage for early spring
use. Stockpiled forages
left from the previous
season mixed with that
new growth grass
makes for a nicely balanced sward for grazing in the spring and a
really nice place to
calve, including minimal mud and good
quality balanced forage
to eat. If you have
never tried it, you will
wonder why you
haven’t.
This is one normally
one of my favorite
times of the year to
build fence. We often
get nice breaks in the
weather, not too hot or
cold and soil conditions are usually very

good for pounding
posts. If you are in
the early stages of doing some divisions and
want to keep some
flexibility, then utilize
longer linear fences
dividing bigger areas
into longer narrower
fields which can be
easily subdivided
down with temporary
fence into whatever
size is needed or cut
for hay, if needed.
Now is a good time to
get those soil tests
done. Of course, if
you haven’t taken any
for a while, then it is
even a better time.
The plugs will pull
pretty easy right now
and you should have
plenty of time to get
them sent in and get
results back in time to
apply any needed nutrients before the real
growing season.
It is extremely difficult
to maintain a stand of
quality forages that
will produce quality,
nutritious feed without adequate soil fertility levels. Everyone
has tried it, but you
soon see that by
“getting by” with lower levels of nutrients,
especially phosphorus
and potassium, you are
doing just that,
“getting by,” but
with lower yields,
lower quality forages, and lower carrying capacities. Just
like an annual field
crop, your forage
crop needs to be
fertilized and managed. Once the
field is to moderate
or better levels of
fertility it is easy to

maintain it at that level
if it is only used for
grazing. Any mechanical removal takes
away nutrients that will
need to be replaced.
Graze as much as you
can and hay as little as
you can, especially
land that is hard to get
fertilizer equipment on.
Nothing affects availability of nutrients more
than calcium. It is one
element that I’m not
sure you really could
ever over apply, and
certainly one of the
best first dollars spent!
Calcium and its relationship or ratio with
magnesium, have a
major impact on the
forage’s ability to extract nutrients from the
soil and certainly the
acidity or alkalinity of
the soil which can certainly dictate what will
or can grow there. I
would shoot for at least
a 4:1 ratio of calcium
to magnesium, or 5:1 if
a dairy. If you are really short on calcium
and start fixing that
problem then you
might find out that other important elements
start becoming more
readily available. I’ve
seen available phosphorus almost double
after lime was applied

or especially high cal
lime. If total phosphorus is a lot higher than
available phosphorus
results on a basic soil
test, then calcium is
normally not adequate.
Now, if you are planning to take an early
cutting of hay off a
field, then putting
most or all of your
fertilizer on in early
spring is not too bad
an idea; especially
any nitrogen. If the
application is on pasture, then you may
want to rethink it just
a little. There is no
use adding fuel to the
fire by adding a lot
of nitrogen to that
spring growth spurt.
You are much better
off to wait and do at
least a split application. Apply half of it
in mid-June toward
the end of the spring
growth and the other
half in early fall to
help that great fallgrowth period. The
June application will
help you keep things
going through the
summer better…especially with
some timely
rains…if that is possible.
Keep on grazing!

REDUCE,
REUSE
and
RECYCLE

We give Farmers Credit
Farm Credit Mid-America
15747 Neeley Street
Evansville, IN 47725
812-867-3009

HOEHN FARMS INC.
800 Winkler-Ferry Rd.

Mt. Vernon, IN 47620

* Field Tile Installation
* Laser Equipment
* Backhoe Service

Benny Hoehn
Mark Hoehn

783-2439
838-9502

