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REDUCE, REUSE  

and  RECYCLE 

Dates of Interest  
 

 

 

 

April 3—SWCD office closed for training 
 

April 6—Farm Fair, Posey County 

Fairgrounds 
 

April 11—SWCD office closed for training 
 

April 14—Good Friday Holiday, District 

office closed 
 

April 25—SWCD Board meeting, 8:15 a.m. , 

Agri-Service Center 
 

26—State Envirothon contest—Camp Illiana, 

Washington, IN 
 

May 2— SWCD office closed for training 
 

May 23—SWCD Board meeting, 8:15 a.m., 

Agri-Service Center 
 

May 29—Memorial Day Holiday—All office 

closed 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Due to the work 

performed by the District and NRCS 

staff, occasionally there are times when no 

one is in the office.  Before making a 

special a trip, please call the office at  

812-838-4191.   

What is Conservation Client Gateway? 
 

Conservation Client Gateway is a secure web portal that lets you work with NRCS online. 

Landowners and land managers, What is Conservation Client Gateway? 
 

Conservation Client Gateway is a secure web portal that lets you work with NRCS online. 

Landowners and land managers, whether operating as individuals or authorized representatives 

of business entities, can track their payments, report completed practices, request conservation 

assistance, and electronically sign documents. Conservation Client Gateway provides users the 

flexibility to determine when they want to engage with NRCS online and when they prefer in-

person conservation planning assistance. 
 

At NRCS, we’re committed to providing producers the best possible experience. Farmers will 

always be welcome in our field offices, but if it is more convenient to work with us online, now 

they can. It is a matter of providing the assistance that works best for that particular producer, 

their schedule, their operation and their natural resource goals. 
 

Conservation Client Gateway will help NRCS to be more responsive to producers’ needs. It 

will reduce the paperwork burden for our field staff, freeing them to focus on conservation in-

stead of paper forms. 
 

Though enrollment in Conservation Cli-

ent Gateway is voluntary, we hope pro-

ducers will sign up and give it a try. As 

always, we welcome feedback and al-

ways want to know how we can improve 

our assistance. 
 

Client Conservation Gateway 

link:  https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/

Presented by USDA Natural Resources Conserva-

tion Service - Science and Technology 

National Technology Support Centers 

Soil Health for Non-Operator Land Owners 

Apr 11, 2017 2:00 pm US/Eastern 
 

What will you learn? 
This webinar will focus on educating non-operator land owners on the benefits im-

proving soil health have to increase the value of their land, and that it takes a solid 

working relationship between the landowner and farmer (often requiring changes in 

leasing structures) to obtain changes in soil health. Learn more... 

Presenter(s): 

 Jennifer Filipiak, Natural Resource Conservationist, American Farmland Trust 
Session Details: Apr 11, 2017 2:00 pm US/Eastern     Duration: 01:00 

(hh:mm)     Export Event to Calendar  
*** Please join the session 15 minutes prior to the start of the webinar. *** 

All live webinars are recorded. Within a week of the live event, a View button pro-

vides access to the on-demand replay. CEUs are available for on-demand webinars. 
Who should participate? 
Conservationists, Land Owners, Land Managers, Technical Service Providers, Others 
Education Credits Units: 

 American Forage and Grassland Council - 1 hour CFGP Credit    [status: Applied 

For] 

 Certified Crop Advisors - 1 hour CCA - SW Credit    [status: Applied For] 

 Georgia Master Timber Harvester - 1 hour CLE Continuing Logger Ed Cred-

it    [status: Applied For] 

 Society of American Foresters - 1 hour Category 1 Credit    [status: Applied For] 

 Society for Range Management - 1 hour SRM Credit    [status: Applied For] 

Know what’s below.   

Always call 811 before you dig. 
Visit Indiana811.org for more information. 

 

One free, easy call gets your utility lines 

marked and helps protect you from injury 

and expense ~ Farm Safety Is Our Concern 
 

No one digs more dirt than America’s farmers 

and ranchers, which is why many agricultural 

operations such as chisel plowing, deep ripping 

or soil sampling, drain tile installation and other 

deep excavation activities can benefit from call-

ing 811. 

Accidentally striking a pipeline can lead to seri-

ous injury or death, making it critical for farm-

ers to follow appropriate safety procedures.  If 

your farming activities consist of DEEP 

PLOWING, POST HOLE DIGGING, LEVEL-

ING, MAIN-

TAINER USE, 

TRENCHING 

or any other 

blow surface 

use of equip-

ment, it is criti-

cal for you to 

make a One 

Call. 

2017 EARTH DAY 

SATURDAY, APRIL 22nd 

Trees for the Earth Campaign 
 

With the 50th anniversary of Earth Day fast approaching in 2020, 

Earth Day Network is launching a series of major campaigns to cata-

lyze and channel global collaboration for the health of our planet.  

Trees for the Earth was the first of these campaigns.  Launched in 

2016, its goal is to plant, or inspire the planting of, 7.8 billion trees 

worldwide by 2020—one for every person projected to be on Earth. 
 

While Earth Day Network will be working in diverse locations to 

further the campaign’s goals, we will focus on helping developing 

countries meet their international climate commitments through supporting agroforestry, land restora-

tion and afforestation and reforestation projects.  Planting trees and enhancing forest cover is critical 

work because it has the potential to restore land, benefit local communities and combat climate change.  

In fact, poverty is linked to deforestation and without tackling sectors like agriculture and forestry, it 

will be nearly impossible to avoid the worst consequences of climate change.   
 

Trees for the Earth has already planted or secured commitments to plant over a billion and a half trees.  

But, we still have a lot of work to do. Moving forward, we will need to obtain commitments from gov-

ernments and pledges from the private sector, form partnerships, become involved in large-scale land 

restoration projects, motivate individuals to plant trees, secure financing for projects and much more. 
 

This is where you come in.  Whether it’s through the partnership of your organization, your personal 

actions within your community or your ability to contribute financially, we need your help. 

One great way to support this campaign is through donating to the Canopy Project. One dollar, one tree.  

You can also directly support the implementation of the Trees for the Earth campaign.  This will pro-

vide the funding needed to seek out and secure financing for these critical reforestation projects in de-

veloping countries aiming to combat climate change. 
 

And more closely to home, you can plant a tree in your own yard!  Don’t forget the District is selling 

native trees that are locally grown.  Call the District office at 812-838-4191, extension 3 for a copy of 

the brochure to be emailed or mailed to you.   

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.442913467916.235970.180451027916&type=1
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/cgate/?cid=nrcseprd338267
http://www.ConservationWebinars.net/webinars/soil-health-for-non-operator-land-owners
http://www.ConservationWebinars.net/webinars/soil-health-for-non-operator-land-owners
http://www.ConservationWebinars.net/webinars/soil-health-for-non-operator-land-owners/ics_view
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/soil-health-for-non-operator-land-owners/ics_view


 
HOEHN FARMS INC. 

 

800 Winkler-Ferry Rd.     Mt. Vernon, IN  47620 
 

* Field Tile Installation 
* Laser Equipment   * Backhoe Service 

 
 

Benny Hoehn    783-2439   

Mark Hoehn      838-9502 

 

 
 

We give Farmers Credit 
Farm Credit Mid-America 

 

15747 Neeley Street 

Evansville, IN 47725 

812-867-3009 

Soil health is vital, but 

soil loss is paramount 

because you’re losing 15 

bushels per acre/year 

worth of corn.  

Kurt Lawton, Corn & 

Soybean Digest 
 

Think Different 
The average soil loss rate 

is 5.8 tons per acre per 

year.  Most farmers un-

fortunately believe their 

erosion loss is a fraction 

of that amount. 
 

When you’re losing soil, 

you’re losing yield – to 

the tune of about 15 

bushels per acre per year 

of lost potential. 
 

Over 10 years, 0.37-inch 

topsoil loss totals about 

$12,225 in lost yield and 

nutrients on 40 acres 

(given 5.8 tons/year aver-

age). 
 

When no-till and cover 

crops are used, that cu-

mulative erosion cost 

drops to $500 per decade, 

on that same 40 acres.  

Multiply that over 4,000 

acres, and it becomes a 

big chunk of money. 
 

Judging soil loss is diffi-

cult, as indicated by an 

instant survey among 

attendees at our inaugural 

Ag Data Conference in 

November.  The survey 

showed 42% of farmers 

estimated that they aver-

aged less than 1/4 ton per 

acre annual soil loss in 

2016, with another 38% 

saying 1/4 to 1 ton per 

acre. 
 

However, to achieve such 

an extremely low erosion 

rate, you’d have to be 

doing zero tillage on a 

flat field, said Stan 

Buman, head of Land O’ 

Lakes Sustain program. 

Average soil loss rate is 

5.8 tons 

per acre 

per year 

and in-

creasing.  

Buman 

believes 

the tolera-

ble rate of soil loss is 

zero, which cannot even 

be achieved when a field 

is in perennial grass.  

“Under the best case sce-

nario, soil can only re-

build at a rate of 0.24 

tons per acre per year.” 
 

Lost soil is lost revenue 
Why is soil loss even 

important?  Because it 

took thousands of years 

to form the topsoil you 

have on your farm today.  

“We’ve lost roughly half 

the topsoil since we start-

ed farming, but the loss is 

so gradual that we just 

don’t see it,” Buman 

said.  
 

When the yield monitor 

drops in certain areas of 

the field every year, it 

could be from topsoil 

loss. But many may think 

it is caused by something 

else. 
 

Buman reminded farmers 

that they must keep in 

mind that when you’re 

losing soil, you’re losing 

yield.  “Unfortunately, 

you have already given 

up, on average, 15 bush-

els per acre per year of 

lost potential.  This yield 

data comes from Mis-

souri and Iowa research 

using soil probes, looking 

at different depths of 

topsoil, then measuring 

yield in those areas to 

come up with that yield 

loss. 
 

“The other thing that 

occurs is lost nutrients, as 

phosphorus is attached to 

the soil,” Buman added.  

The field photo with till-

age/sheet and rill erosion 

is fairly flat ground.  

Look at those white areas 

on that field.  That is low 

organic matter caused by 

erosion.  What did those 

Economics of soil loss 

spots look like 40 to 70 

years ago?  Probably not 

near as big.  So now we 

need more yield in the 

better spots of the field to 

compensate for the poor-

er areas that are increas-

ing in size. 
 

Protect your investment 
Buman said to think of 

farms in terms of assets – 

like a 160-acre field 

equal to a $1.0-1.5 mil-

lion beach home.  “You 

invest in critical parts of 

it (doors, windows, roof, 

structure, foundation, 

etc.) to maintain and 

grow that asset in order 

to pass it on.  The same 

applies to farmland.  But 

it’s difficult to invest in a 

field when you don’t 

know how much soil loss 

is occurring.  If you can’t 

measure it, it’s hard to do 

something about it.” 
 

With Agren’s Soil Calcu-

lator, Buman said grow-

ers can learn exactly 

what they’re losing per 9-

meter grids.  Look at the 

Soil Savings Summary 

chart to understand the 

differences: 

Alternative 1: This 40-

acre field, with tillage 

prior to each crop, aver-

ages 5.46 tons/acre/year 

loss.  The 20% most 

erosive part of this field 

is losing 12.59 tons.  So, 

if 0.25 ton is the maxi-

mum topsoil amount 

that can be replenished 

in a year and we’re at 13 

tons, we’re losing 52 

times the rate of soil 

gain.  If you can’t visu-

alize a ton of soil, it is 

calculated in inches. In 

10 years, you lose about 

0.37 of an inch.  Over 

40 years, that is 1.6 

inches. 

Alternative 2: We 

eliminate fall ripping 

and spring cultivating of 

corn ground and plant 

no-till beans.  The same 

spring field cultivating 

of soybean ground oc-

curs before planting 

corn.  Field average 

dropped from 5.46 tons 

to 4.78 tons/acre/

year.  And the most 

erodible 20% of the 

field dropped from 

12.59 tons to 10.9 

tons/acre/year. Pro-

gress is being made. 

Alternative 3: We 

shift to no-till both crops 

and aerial seed rye cover 

crops. That drops the 

field average down to 

0.22 tons and most erod-

ible 20% down to 0.34 

tons/acre/year.  The 

point here is not to shift 

you to total no-till and 

cover crops, but to help 

you understand what 

can reduce erosion on 

your farm (or even start 

to build the soil OM and 

water holding capacity) 

and keep the yield at its 

maximum potential.  

That is the great thing 

about this tool.   

 

The money impact 
When examining the 

Economic Impact chart, 

under Alternative 1: Over 

10 years, that 0.37-inch 

topsoil loss totals about 

$12,225 in lost yield and 

nutrients.  “There are 

probably not too many 

farmers that plug this 

cost into their budget 

when calculating expens-

es on their farm,” Buman 

added. “Why?  Because 

we simply have not had a 

way to measure this be-

fore. Now we can under-

stand that there is a real 

cost involved.” 
 

Alternative 2: With no-

till beans into corn stalks, 

the topsoil loss total 

drops down to about 

$10,700 over 10 years, he 

said. 

Alternative 3: “When we 

implement no-till and 

cover crops, that cumula-

tive erosion cost drops to 

$500 per decade, on 40 

acres.  Multiply that over 

4,000 acres and it be-

comes a big chunk of 

money,” Buman said.   

 

Water quality impact 

Buman concluded his 

presentation by empha-

sizing the need to stop 

our best asset, our soil, 

from leaving the field 

and heading to the Gulf 

of Mexico.  “The Soil-

Calculator will help 

farmers know what 

they’re losing, so deci-

sions can be made to 

reduce both soil and nu-

trient loss.” 
 

“Land ‘O Lakes cares 

about this because we are 

a cooperative made up of 

farmer owners,” Buman 

says.  “Taking care of 

farmers is our business.  

In order to feed 9 billion 

people by 2050, we must 

keep these soils produc-

tive.  When we look at 

future generations, we 

want that production leg-

acy passed on.”   

 

Agren Soil Calculator 

technology 
Soil Calculator delivers 

soil loss data values on 9-

meter grids within a field 

to provide a precision 

look at sheet and rill ero-

sion.  It is integrated with 

the RUSLE2 calculation 

engine to calculate slope 

length and steepness 

from LIDAR-derived 

digital elevation models 

and soil loss.  The tool 

generates color-coded 

aerial maps of erosion, 

similar to a GIS yield 

map.  Once completed, 

cropping systems and 

conservation strategies 

can be developed to min-

imize soil loss and max-

imize input value. 
 

For more information, 

visit www.agrentools. 

com. 

It’s Grass Mowing Time…. 

By following these 

simple tips, you can 

use your grass clip-

pings to help maintain 

a beautiful lawn you 

can be proud of for 

years to come. 
 

Why return the Clip-

pings? 

 Recycles valuable 

nutrients 

 Reduces the need for 

fertilizer inputs 

 Does not increase 

thatch 

 Reduces time spent 

mowing 

 Reduces community 

disposal costs 

 Saves diminishing 

landfill space 

 Most Indiana land-

fills with not accept 

yard wastes after 

September 30, 1994 
 

When to mow… 

 Mow often, prefera-

bly when grass 

blades are dry 

 New mow off more 

than 1/3 of the leaf 

blade at one time 

Keep the mower 

blade sharp 

 Mow as high as pos-

sible for your turf 

species 
 

What’s my height… 

 Kentucky blue grass, 

maintain at 2.5 in 

and mow at this 

height 3.5  

 Perennial ryegrass, 

maintain at 2.5 in 

and mow at this 

height 3.5 in 

 Tall fescue, maintain 

at 3.0 in and mow at 

mow at this height 

4.0 in   

 Zoysia, maintain at 

1.0 and mow at this 

height 1.5 in 
 

When to Water… 

 Water deeply and 

infrequently.  Water 

thoroughly to wet the 

soil to a depth of six 

inches and do not 

water again 

until you see 

signs of 

drought 

stress.  

Drought stress 

appears as 

bluish-gray 

areas of grass 

or footprints 

that remain in 

the grass for an 

extended period.    

Water early in the 

morning (4 – 9 

a.m.) to help re-

duce disease prob-

lems. 

Let the grass and 

the weather  
 

When to Ferti-

lize… 

 For cool season 

species, 2/3 of 

yearly nitrogen 

should be applied 

in the FALL! 

 Do not apply 

heavy applica-

tions of nitrogen 

in the early 

spring! 
 When fertilizing 

in May or July, 

use a slow release 

fertilizer! 

Federal Funds Put to Work Locally Through the  

Big Creek Watershed Cost-Share Program 

A watershed is an area of 

land where precipitation that 

falls on it drains to a common 

outlet.  In the case of the Big 

Creek Watershed this means 

about 164,000 acres of Gib-

son, Posey and Vanderburgh 

Counties contribute surface 

water to the Big Creek. The 

common outlet for this area 

is where Big Creek meets the 

Wabash River, about 8 miles 

northwest of Mt. Vernon.  

About 65% of the watershed 

is in Posey County, 26% in 

Vanderburgh County and 9% 

in Gibson County. It’s here, 

within the Big Creek Water-

shed that federal grant funds 

are being put to work through 

the Big Creek Watershed 

Cost-Share Program.   
 

The Big Creek Program is 

funded by a Section 319 

grant from the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency 

(U.S. EPA).  The Section 319 

program came about by an 

amendment to the federal 

Clean Water Act in 1987 

recognizing the need to re-

duce non-point source pollu-

tion. Examples of non-point 

source pollutants include 

road debris, oil drippings, 

sediment from fields or E-

coli from failing septic sys-

tems and others.  These pol-

lutants hen make their way 

into local streams and rivers 

where they can negatively 

impact wildlife habitat and 

human health.  The Indi-

ana Department of Envi-

ronmental Management 

(IDEM) manages section 

319 funds for the State 

and determines which 

municipalities, counties or 

organizations receive 

funding through an appli-

cation and review process.  

Areas of the state found to 

have significant pollution 

reduction needs take prior-

ity in the decision making 

process.  Due to local 

water quality impairment, 

funding for the Big Creek 

Watershed was received in 

2016 by the Posey County 

Soil and Water Conserva-

tion District.  
 

Some Watershed pro-

grams focus more on ur-

ban areas but the Big 

Creek program is only to 

be used to help pay for 

agricultural practices that 

help improve water quali-

ty.  Since March 2016, the 

cost-share program has 

spent about $73,000 to 

help in the adoption of 

conservation practices ~ 

fall cover 

crops, heavy 

use area pads 

for livestock 

operations 

and a two-

stage ditch 

project ~ 

within the 

watershed.  The program 

expects to have cost-share 

available until the end of 

2018 or until the money 

runs out. The Posey 

SWCD is working to apply 

for additional Section 319 

funds to supplement the 

original $175,000 grant.   
 

There are 54 practices that 

qualify for cost-share.  The 

land for the practice must 

be in a critical area of the 

watershed to qualify.  

Many of the program par-

ticulars are discussed at 

the public steering com-

mittee meetings.  The next 

meeting is scheduled for 

April 24th, location and 

time will be announced.  

Anyone with an interest in 

attending a steering com-

mittee meeting or partici-

pating in the cost-share 

program is encouraged to 

contact Dennis L. Be-

geman, Big Creek Water-

shed Coordinator, Phone: 

812-838-4191 ext. 3 or e-

mail to:  dennis.begeman 

@in.nacdnet.net 

http://www.cornandsoybeandigest.com/author/kurt-lawton
http://www.agrentools.com/
http://www.agrentools.com/

