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65 Years and Counting….

The Posey County Soil &
Water Conservation District would like to invite you to join us
February 7th, 2017 to help celebrate our 65th anniversary. The
Annual Meeting and Banquet will be held at Ribeyre
Gymnasium in New Harmony beginning at 6 p.m.
The evening begins with a brief awards ceremony followed by
our supervisor election, dinner catered by Hornville Tavern
and guest speaker – Landon Turner, former IU Basketball
player under Bobby Knight.

Tickets to the event are $10 per person and reservations are required. Stop by
the office, call 812-838-4191, ext 3 or e-mail to jeri.ziliak@in.nacdnet.net to
Landon Turner, Guest Speaker
Landon Turner, former IU Basketball
player under Bobby
Knight, grew up in
Indianapolis. While
attending Indianapolis Arsenal Tech, he
was a two time AllAmerican and Indiana’s only McDonald’s All-American
in 1978. Landon became the school’s all
-time record holder
in rebounding. In the
annual IndianaKentucky All Star
Game, he was the top
scorer in the second
game with 23 points.
He hit 11 of 14 shots
which at that time,
set a field goal series
record.
Landon continued to
play basketball at
Indiana University
1978 – 1981 under
Bobby Knight.
While at IU, the team
won a N.I.T. Championship, two Big
Ten Championships
and a National
Championship in
1981. In the Championship game, Landon was the second
leading scorer. During the 1981 NCAA
Tournament, Landon
became a powerhouse. After spending a lot of time in
“Coach Knight’s
Dog House”, he
worked his way back
into the starting
lineup and Indiana
never lost another
game. The crowning
glory came in Philadelphia when the
Hoosiers won the
1981 NCAA Championship. Landon

was named MVP in
the semi-final game
in which he was
leading scorer and
second in rebounds.
He was named to the
All-Tournament
team along with
teammates Isiah
Thomas and Jim
Thomas.
Four months after
Landon’s team won
the National Championship, Landon
was in a one car accident that left him
paralyzed from the
chest down. After
five months in the
hospital, his determination and rehabilitation allowed him to
go home. Months of
therapy followed and
in the fall of 1982, he
returned to the IU
campus. Although
he would never play
in the NBA, Red Auerbach of the Boston
Celtics selected him
in Round 10 of the
1982 NBA Draft. It
was a heart-warming
gesture and a wonderful tribute to Landon’s hard work and
contribution to the
game during his collegiate career.
Life hadn’t turned
out the way he intended, but through
faith and a winning
attitude, Landon became a Champion in
Life. He graduated
from IU in 1984 with
a Bachelor’s degree
in Physical Education. Realizing the
enormous physical,
mental and emotional challenges he battled, Landon began

Dates of Interest
January 16th—Martin Luther King Holiday, all
offices closed
January 22—24th—IASWCD Annual
Conference, Indianapolis, District and NRCS
offices closed.
January 31st—SWCD Board meeting, 8:15
a.m., Agri-Service Center, public is invited

February 7th—65th Annual Meeting &
Banquet for the Posey County Soil &
Water Conservation District Annual
Meeting will be held at Ribeye Gym, New
Harmony, dinner catered by Hornville
Tavern. Tickets are $10 per person. See
above for more information.
February 20th—President’s Day Holiday—
NRCS and FSA offices only closed
March 14th—SW Regional Envirothon
contest—Toyota Visitor’s Center
April 26th—State Envirothon contest—Camp
Illiana, Washington, IN

PLEASE NOTE: Due to the work
performed by the District and NRCS
staff, occasionally there are times when
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to tell his story of
courage, perseverance and triumph. In
1989, the United
States Basketball
Writer’s Association
awarded Landon the
“Most Courageous
Award”. He was also presented with the
highest honor bestowed in the state of
Indiana, The Sagamore of the Wabash
Award, given by
Governor Evan
Bayh. In 1992, the
Hoosier Minority
Chamber of Commerce honored
Turner as a “Living
Legend in Black”.
Basketball remains
an important part of
Landon’s life. He
played for the Indiana Pacer’s wheelchair basketball
team, coached in the
Nike League where
his team won a
Championship and
was an assistant

coach for the Southport High School’s
freshman team. Landon is co-author of
Landon Turner’s Tales from the 19801981 Indiana Hoosiers, published in
2005. In 2003, Landon was named to
the Silver Anniversary High School
Team by the Indiana
Basketball Hall of
Fame. In 2003, he
was inducted into the
Arsenal Technical
High School Hall of
Fame and in 2007,
was inducted into the
Indiana High School
Athletic Association
Hall of Fame.
Landon now uses
this same determination in making decisions to improve the
soil and wildlife on
ground he owns in
Indiana. Utilizing
USDA Conservation
Reserve Program
(CRP) and the Envi-

Voluntary
conservation: It
works!
via AgriPulse
(opinion)
As we look
ahead to a
new year, a
new Administration and
a new farm bill, it's important to recognize
what works and what doesn't.
Top of the list of approaches that really
work? VOLUNTARY CONSERVATION! No surprise there! The stewardship ethic is all about putting it back.
Keeping the soil on the land, building it up
through manure and cover crops, and restoring and retaining productivity.
Not because someone in Washington,
D.C., or Pierre, South Dakota, threatens to
fine you if you don't. But because you
know it will reduce erosion, increase soil
health, boost productivity and benefit the

After all
these years,
agriculture
in America
remains
overwhelmingly dominated by
family farms. A new
report by USDA’s
Economic Research
Service (ERS) shows
not only just how dependent America is on
family farms, but also
how many are independent of government.
“Seventy-two percent
of all farms received
no farm-related government payments in
2015,” according to the
report written by
USDA’s Robert A.
Hoppe and James M.
MacDonald. That figure stands in contrast
to the many months
and even years that
every Congress spends
on the big “Farm Bill.”
While farms are often
depicted as benefiting
from “corporate welfare” as they pursue
“factory farming”
practices, USDA’s
“America’s Diverse
Family Farms: 2016
Edition” collects the
facts tell a different
story. Among those
facts are these:



Family farms of
various
types together
account
for 99%
of all
farms and
those account for
89% of
the production
as of
2015.
 About 90% of
the farms and small

farms account for
48% of the land under production as of
2015.
 Small farms account for a large
share of the production of poultry and
eggs, mostly under
contact, along with
52% of the hay production.
Overall, the large
share of production
is by large scale family farms, about
42%.
ERS has “farm typology” for grouping
farms. Included are
small, medium and
large family farms in
addition to nonfamily farms, which
account for just 1.3%
of all farms that are
not family farms.
Since 1991, the ERS
researchers say farms
producing $5 million
or more have increased their share of
production to 23% in
2015, up from 13%.
The mid-range farms
with $1 million to
$4,999,999 in production increased to
29%, up from 19%.
Most of the million
or more farms remain family farms,
with only 3% being
non-family corporations. Small farms,
however, are more
likely to have an operating profit margin.
Farm households are
generally not low
income when compared with other U.S

Available Conservation Programs
There are a variety of
conservation programs
available to landowners and producers interested in improving
the quality of their
ground. Listed below
are a few choices. If
you are interested in
more information or
beginning the enrollment process, contact
Jessica Harig, NRCS
District Conservationist in Posey County,
812-838-491, ext. 108.
Environmental Quality
Incentives Programs
(EQIP)
This program seeks to
enhance and protect water and air quality, conserve ground and surface
water, reduce soil erosion and sedimentation,
and create wildlife habitat. This is done by offering different sets of
agricultural practices that
producers can implement
on their land like No-till,
cover crops, seasonal
high tunnels, prescribed
grazing, forest stand improvement, invasive species management and
many more.
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
The Conservation Stewardship Program helps
agricultural producers
maintain and improve
their existing conservation systems while adopting additional conservation activities to address
priority resource concerns. Participants earn

CSP payments for conservation performance,
the higher the performance, the higher the
payment. This program
is suitable for advanced
conservation producers.
Wetlands Reserve
Easement (WRE)
Under this easement program, we provide technical and financial assistance directly to private
landowners and/or Indian
tribes to restore, protect
and enhance wetlands
through the purchase of a
wetland reserve easement. These are offered
under permanent
(perpetuity) easements
which NRCS pays 100%
of the easement value for
the purchase of the easement. Additionally,
NRCS pays 100% of the
restoration costs.
Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP)
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
provides technical and
financial assistance to
eligible farmers to address soil, water and related natural resource
concerns on their lands
in an environmentally
beneficial and costeffective manner. The
program is funded
through the Commodity
Credit Corporation
(CCC). The Farm Service Agency (FSA) administers CRP and
NRCS provides technical
land eligibility determinations and conservation
planning. Farmers re-

ceive an annual rental
payment for the term of
the contract. Cost sharing is provided to establish the vegetative cover
practices. Some of the
practices offered under
this program are establishing pollinator habitats, filter strips, grassed
waterways and field
windbreaks.
Conservation Reserve
Program - Grasslands
(CRP Grasslands)
This program is a division from the general
CRP but focused on protecting grasslands or pastures while maintaining
the areas as grazing
lands. It provides support for grazing operations and plant/animal
biodiversity. Participants
voluntarily limit future
use of the land while retaining the right to conduct common grazing
operations, haying or
mowing. Haying and
mowing cannot be performed during ground
nesting season (April 1st
– August 1st). Approved
participants enroll in a 15
year contract and receive
a flat annual rental payment of $38.00 - $40.00
per acre for the land enrolled in the program.
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program
(ACEP)
ACEP was created by the
2014 Farm Bill to protect
critical water resources
and wildlife habitat and
encourage private owners
to maintain land for farm-

Indiana NRCS Announces Innovative Conservation Partnership
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
State Conservationist Jane Hardisty has
announced that Indiana will receive
$960,000 for the
Southern Indiana
Young Forest Initiative as part of the
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). The
project will be led by
the Indiana Department of Natural Resources Division of
Forestry (IDNR).
The Southern Indiana Young Forestry
Initiative is one of
88 high-impact projects funded across
the country with
$225 million in federal funding through
RCPP with partners
contributing up to an
additional $500 million. RCPP projects
improve the nation's
water quality, combat drought, enhance
soil health, support
wildlife habitat and
protect agricultural
viability.
"RCPP plays a critical role in connecting partners with
farmers to meet the

goals of both natural
resources and agriculture," said Jane
Hardisty, Indiana
NRCS State Conservationist. "This program puts local partners in the driver’s
seat to accomplish
natural resource
goals. We are finding that by joining
together public and
private resources we
are accomplishing
much more work
than either sector
could do alone.”
Hardisty explains
that IDNR will work
with NRCS and other
local and state partners to address a lack
of early successional
forestry habitat and
corresponding declines in at-risk wildlife species in 43
southern Indiana
counties. This project will make cost
share dollars available to forest landowners in the project
area through the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program
for practices that
help increase young
forest habitat.
Large portions of
southern Indiana for-

ests are lacking plant
species diversity and
habitat required by
many forest bird species. This area contains the majority of
forested land in Indiana and provides the
best opportunities for
incorporating early
successional forest
regeneration into a
predominantly hardwood forest landscape. Partners will
work together to promote and use conservation practices,
ranging from species
-specific forestry regeneration to generalized private landowner forestry management practices
that benefit young
forest indicator bird
species like American Woodcock and
Ruffed Grouse.
To view the full list
of 2017 RCCP projects visit https://
www.nrcs.usda.gov/
wps/portal/nrcs/
main/national/
programs/farmbill/
rcpp/. For information about RCPP
in Indiana, visit
http://www.nrcs.
usda.gov/wps/portal/
nrcs/detail/in/

Indiana NRCS Announces EQIP Application Deadline
Indiana’s agricultural
producers who want
to improve natural
resources and address concerns on
their land are encouraged to sign up for
the Environmental
Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP)
through the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).
Jane Hardisty, NRCS
State Conservationist, announced that
January 20, 2017
will be the EQIP application deadline in
Indiana. “While we
are taking applications throughout the
year, the first review
of applications for
funding will be for
applications received
by January 20th. If
funds are available
after this date, there
will be another review for additional
applications. I encourage producers
with resource concerns to submit an
application by the
application deadline,” Hardisty explains.
EQIP is a voluntary

conservation program available for
agricultural producers. Through EQIP,
NRCS will provide
financial and technical assistance to
install conservation
practices that reduce
soil erosion and sedimentation, improve
water and air quality
and create wildlife
habitat.
Many applicants
have an interest in
using funds to address soil erosion and
water quality issues
on their land; however, funds are also
available for pasture
and grazing land,
confined livestock
operations, organic
producers, drainage
water management,
invasive plant control and wildlife habitat improvement.
Also included in this
sign up are the National Organic Initiative and the National
On-Farm Energy Initiative, plus the following landscape
conservation efforts:
National Water
Quality Initiative

(NWQI), Mississippi
River Basin Healthy
Watersheds Initiative (MRBI), Western Lake Erie Basin
Initiative (WLEB),
Joint Chief’s Landscape Restoration
Initiative, Monarch
Butterfly Habitat
Development Initiative, Working Lands
for Wildlife Initiative and the Great
Lakes Restoration
Initiative (GLRI).
Producers interested
in EQIP should submit a signed application to the local
NRCS field office.
Applications submitted by January 20,
2017 will be evaluated by NRCS staff for
the funding period
submitted. The staff
will work with producers to determine
eligibility for the
program and complete worksheets and
rankings in order for
the applicant to compete for funding.
For more information about EQIP
and other technical
and financial assistance available

NOTICE TO
APPLICANTS:
Starting a conservation practice
prior to written
contract approval
will result in the
ineligibility of that
practice for conservation program
assistance unless
a waiver has been
approved. Guidelines and rules of
the program must
be followed to
keep contracts in
OFFICE STAFF

What’s New In
EQIP
New opportunities
for wildlife habitat
improvement
through EQIP including priorities to
benefit pollinator
habitat and treat
invasive species.
 Advance payment
opportunities now
exist for veteran
agricultural producers.
 Advance payments
for socially disadvantaged, beginning and limited
resource farmers,
Indian tribes and
veterans were
raised from 30 percent to 50 percent.
 Payment limita
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REDUCE, REUSE
and RECYCLE
We give Farmers Credit
Farm Credit Mid-America
15747 Neeley Street
Evansville, IN 47725
812-867-3009

HOEHN FARMS INC.
800 Winkler-Ferry Rd.

Mt. Vernon, IN 47620

* Field Tile Installation
* Laser Equipment
* Backhoe Service

Benny Hoehn
Mark Hoehn

783-2439
838-9502

