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Southwest Regional Envirothon to Be Held at Toyota Manufacturing Visitor’s Center,
Princeton, Indiana
The Southwest Regional
Envirothon will be held
Tuesday, March 14 at
the Toyota Visitors
Center, Princeton, IN.
The event is hosted by
the Posey, Gibson and
Pike County SWCDs
with assistance from
other SW SWCDs.
The regional contest
will be a little different
this year. Instead of
rotating through presentations on the five resources areas, the teams
will split into two
groups with half taking
the test and half touring
the Toyota plant. The

teams will switch after a
lunch featuring Toyota
speakers. The event
wraps up with an awards
ceremony.
Teams of five high
school students representing a school or organization compete at
the contest by answering
questions and building
awareness in students by
testing their knowledge
of environmental resources including soils,
water, forestry, wildlife
and a current topic. A
team can be coached by
any adult that is interested in working with the

high school students.
The Indiana Academic
Standards are taken into
consideration in the construction of Indiana’s
Envirothon Competition
and are covered in part
or fully at each contest,
which is an environmental learning event. The
Posey SWCD sponsors
teams from Posey County by paying their fees
for the regional contest.
The deadline to register
is February 24, 2017.
The top teams from each
Regional Contest are
invited to compete at the
Indiana State Enviro-

thon Contest. The 2017
state contest will be held
Wednesday, April 26th
at Camp Illiana, Washington, IN. The top
winner from the State
Contests is invited to
attend the NCF Envirothon Contest to be held
July 23 to July 29 at
Mount St. Mary’s University, Emmitsburg,
Maryland. For additional details call Jeri Ziliak
at 812-838-4191, ext 3
or e-mail to jeri.ziliak@
in.nacdnet.net. Additional information is
also available at http://
iaswcd.org under events.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
The Dubois County Soil and Water Conservation
District is seeking an energetic, organized person
to survey and design conservation practices such
as WASCoBs and HUAPs. Will lead SWCD
survey team, monitor installation of conservation
practices, and provide soil conservation information to customers.
Must have a degree from an accredited college in
physical, environmental, or earth science, applicable technical land survey experience; be proficient with computers and ARC GIS software. Ability to work either indoors or out, in all
weather conditions; long periods of walking and
lifting are possible. Background check and drug
screening required. Full time position; full Dubois County benefits.
Deadline to apply is December 29, 2016. Contact Judi Brown, Dubois County Soil and Water
Conservation District, 1486 Executive Blvd.
Suite A, Jasper IN 47546, (812) 482-1171, Ext. 3
or e-mail to judi.brown@in.nacdnet.net.

** 2016 District Tree Sale **
*Orders will be taken
through December
14th then begin again
in March. It’s time
to plant trees! Late
fall and early winter
are great times to
plant trees giving
them a chance to get
established before
summer’s heat. .
The District is joining with Tom Guggenheim, ISA Certified Arborist from
Mt. Vernon again for
our annual Tree Sale.
Trees are one and a
half feet to six feet
tall depending on the
selected variety. If
properly planted and

cared for, the trees
are guaranteed for
one year. These trees
have been raised in a
manner to provide a
well-developed 20inch long root which
results in rapid
growth once planted
and with proper care.
Trees are inexpensive
at $12 for the shorter
trees and only $20
for the larger ones.
Trees will be available between mid/late
November through
mid/late December
and are best planted
during this time. The
trees will also be
available in late Feb-

ruary through early
March. A short read
on tree selection criteria, planting instructions and tree
care guidelines are
available prior to tree
purchase. See the
order form below for
tree selection and sizes. You can mail this
form or drop it off at
the office—Posey
County SWCD, 1805
Main St., Mt.
Vernon, IN 47620.
Trees must be paid
for when ordering.
A note from Tom ~
In addition to soil,
water and sun, a tree
needs to be planted in

the right spot with
room to grow. A
tree’s mortal enemy
is grass! This is followed by deer, lawn
mowers and weedwhackers, so mulch
and RoundUp® very
carefully. A good
time to fertilize your
established trees is
early October. But
here’s the deal, if a
tree is surrounded by
grass, the grass gets
most of the fertilizer
(and water for that
matter) and does the
tree little good.
Mulch (wood chips)
should be 2 to 3 inches deep and should

never be placed
against the truck of
the tree (leave 4 inches of bare ground
around the base of
the tree). Chips
against the tree will
promote bark rot, frequently leading to
irreversible tree decline. A good fertilizer for trees is 12-48 (%nitrogen, %
phosphorus, %
potassium), but a 1212-12 or 10-10-10,
available at hardware stores, is acceptable. Follow
the instructions on
the bag for amounts
and manner of ap-

plication, too much
fertilizer can harm
the tree. You can email me at treegoog@att.net or Larry Caplan, Vanderburgh County Purdue
Extension agent at
lcaplan@purdue.edu
with your tree questions.
Questions? Call the
office at 812-8384191, x 3 or e-mail to
jeri.ziliak@in.nacdne
t.net.

Work on Metz Lateral Conservation Project Continues
In 2014, the Vanderburgh and
Posey County Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (SWCD)
received a Clean Water Indiana
grant to install a conservation
practice called a two-stage
ditch. This ditch design includes benches that allow sediment and nutrients to settle out
of the water thus improving
water quality downstream.
Metz Lateral was selected as
the location and engineering
design work began on the twostage ditch. In 2015, the NRCS
engineering team had a design
plan, but the lower section of
Metz Lateral proved to be too
deep and wide for the two-stage
ditch to properly function. So
the Posey County SWCD started pursuing other funding
sources to help stabilize the

lower section of Metz Lateral.
In 2016, Lake and River Enhancement, the Posey County Drainage
Board and The Nature Conservancy
all committed funds to stabilize this
remaining section of Metz Lateral.
The Posey County SWCD and Drainage Board have selected Wetland Services, Inc. and CBEC Eco Engineering Firm to design and install the
streambank stabilization structure to
finish Metz Lateral. Construction on
the lower section is anticipated to
occur in 2017.
The two-stage ditch portion of the
lateral has been completed and a sign
marking the project has been installed
on Pfieffer Road at the Big Creek
bridge. This has been an immense
project that has included numerous
partners including: Vanderburgh and
Posey County SWCDS, NRCS, Clean
Water Indiana, The Nature Conservancy, The Posey County
Drainage Board, Posey
County Surveyor, Lake and
River Enhancement, Indiana
Department of Environmental Management, Vectren
Corporation, Tom Metz,
Steve Reineke, Marvin Redman and Steve Wolf.
Thank you to everyone who
has helped make this Conservation Project a success!

What color is the rain water runoff from this corn field?
Chris Lee, Technical
Team Leader, NRCS
It is colorless isn’t it?
Well this photo was taken on Tuesday December
6, 2016, in our SW Indiana. It is a cereal rye and
tillage radish cover crop
following corn. To be
perfectly honest, it was
difficult to find any water running off of this
field at all because nearly
all of the rain was soaking into the soil. I had to

go to an area of the field
where three different
valleys were coming
together. I would estimate the drainage area at
the location of this photo
to be around twelve acres
and this was all of the
water that was running.
What is the value to you
as a producer to have
only clear colorless water
running away from your
farm during the winter?
Healthy soil is the an-

Dates of Interest
December 23rd & 26th—Christmas Holiday, all
offices closed
January 2nd—New Year’s Day Holiday—all
offices closed
January 16th—Martin Luther King Holiday, all
offices closed
January 22—24th—IASWCD Annual
Conference, Indianapolis, District and NRCS
offices closed.
January 31st—SWCD Board meeting, 8:15 a.m.,
Agri-Service Center, public is invited

February 7th—65th Anniversary for the
Posey County Soil & Water Conservation
District Annual Meeting will be held at
Ribeye Gym, New Harmony. More
details to come.
February 20th—President’s Day Holiday—
NRCS and FSA offices only closed
March 14th—SW Regional Envirothon
contest—Toyota Visitor’s Center
April 26th—State Envirothon contest—Camp
Illiana, Washington, IN

PLEASE NOTE: Due to the work
performed by the District and NRCS staff,
occasionally there are times when no one is in
the office. Before making a special a trip,
please call the office at 812-838-4191.

swer. Soil health
is essential to
long term sustainability of highly
productive soil
like this. Utilizing winter cover
crops like these
improves the
soil’s ability to
absorb rain water
and keeps the
micro-biology
within the soil
alive and thriving. There are so
many benefits to
cover crops with very
little downside.
If you haven’t experimented with using winter
covers yet, you really
should. Talk to the folks
in the local Soil and Water Conservation District
office and speak with
some of your neighbors
that are doing it. There
really can be a day when
all cropland runoff water
is clear and colorless and
yields and production
remains high.

Wabash Valley Waterfowl Project – Spring Migrating
Mallards and American Green-winged Teal
Ben Williams, M.Sc. Candidate
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Illinois Natural History Survey

In order to study spring
migration patterns of
waterfowl in the Wabash River Valley region (WRVR), the University of Illinois and
Illinois Natural History
Survey are in the middle of a multi-year project along the Wabash
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River from Terra
Haute, IN all the way
to the Wabash-Ohio
River confluence.
Along this stretch, researchers are capturing, banding, and affixing radio-transmitters
to mallards and teal in
order to track their
movements within the
WRVR. Trapping efforts are occurring on
both public and private
land through the help
of governmental agencies and interested
landowners. Once
trapped and banded,
small radiotransmitters are affixed
to the backs of the

ducks before they are
released. Researchers
can then monitor the
transmitters to study
habitat use, daily flight
patterns, and stopover
duration. Data from
the project will be able
to shed light on how
long the birds stay in
the region each spring,
as well as identify potential “hot-spots”

and habitat types important to these species. This information is important
to direct conservation efforts and assist
landowners manage
their wetlands.

From our Staff and Supervisors to you and your family
Best Wishes
for a Safe,
Healthy and
Happy New
Year!
REDUCE, REUSE
and RECYCLE
We give Farmers Credit
Farm Credit Mid-America
15747 Neeley Street
Evansville, IN 47725
812-867-3009

HOEHN FARMS INC.
800 Winkler-Ferry Rd.

Mt. Vernon, IN 47620

* Field Tile Installation
* Laser Equipment
* Backhoe Service

Benny Hoehn
Mark Hoehn

783-2439
838-9502

